Instructions
See www.camcrane.com for more information 

MOUNTING THE DV CRANE, CAMERA AND WEIGHTS

Take your tripod plate and screw it tightly underside the DV Crane tripod mount. If you’re using a rectangular plate, centre the plate under the mount. The plate should be screwed on tightly with two or three screws using a screwdriver or pliers if necessary. Before you slide the plate onto the tripod head loosen off the tightening screw for the weight bar and slide the bar out at least a few inches. You may want to use the brake bolt for convenience in mounting the camera and the weights. You’ll need to make sure your tripod’s tilt is locked off tight first. Some smaller heads will not lock tight enough to use this feature.

Pull out the adjustable weight bar and add the first 10 lb. weight. Mount the camera. The camera screw is removable to give you the option of using either side of the camera mount. Both sides have rubberized cork. When you mount heavier cameras it’s important that the camera’s weight be evenly distributed on the mount.

Once you have your camera securely mounted. Now add one or two more of the ten pound weights and pull the weight bar out until you achieve a nice balance. You’ll need to lift up the weight end as you pull it out for easier telescoping in or out. Make sure the brake bolt has been loosened before balancing the DV Crane. You’ll want to have a nice balance between camera and weights for easier and smoother craning shots. You can adjust the balance by either pulling out or pushing in the weight bar. Once you’ve balanced it, secure the tightening screw to the weight bar. You can attach the supplied clip to the handle to secure the weights.

With some tripods you may need to remount the tripod handle to the other side of the head, rotate tripod camera plate or flip over DV Crane and mount to other side of head. The crane may not rotate around to the inside arc position if your tripod has a raisable centre column.

To adjust or realign the camera, lock the tilt on your tripod head and carefully reposition the camera while on the camera mount by rotating it. The pulley cable slips easily if not tight. Once lined up tighten the turnbuckle. Do not over tighten. Pluck the wire and it should sound somewhat like a guitar’s lowest string.

Plug the monitor cable into the camera. Some cameras may require an adaptor. There is twelve feet of cable installed in the DV Crane, which should be ample in most cases. You can use a TV/monitor on a stand, underneath or attach a small LCD monitor to your tripod. A second 12 foot monitor cable is included should you need an additional cable or a replacement.

The brake bolt can be used to lock off a desired crane position. First make sure your camera and weights are evenly balanced. Once you have established your desired position (angle of crane and tilt of camera) tighten the brake bolt against the inside of the pulley and lock off the tilt on the tripod head.

TILTING AND CRANING

When you want the camera to be level all you need to do is lock off your tripod head. When craning (also referred to as booming), the camera will stay at the same level as the tripod head. If you wish to tilt your camera while craning, loosen the tilt on the tripod head. By using the tripod handle you can tilt the camera by tilting the head. The pulleys and steel cable form a parallelogram with the tripod mount and the camera mount.

EXTENDING THE CRANE 

Remove the steel pulley cable by first loosening the turnbuckle. Now loosen off the tightening screw for the extension arm. Pull out (extend) the extension arm until it stops, then tighten the tightening screw as tight as you can. Attach the included longer pulley cable and tighten the turnbuckle. When returning the crane to its shorter length pull the monitor cable back while sliding in the extension tube to prevent the cable from binding inside.

USING THE DV CRANE EFFECTIVELY

Getting good crane shots requires a bit of practice and planning. You’ll get better shots through to stopping by keeping your hand(s) on the handles or on the crane. Crane shots are usually slow and smooth. Having foreground objects close to the lense - to crane up or past from - make for more effective shots. Placing props and people in the fore, middle and background creates depth in your compositions. Craning down to the shot you want to start or end a scene with can also add drama. You’ll see many examples of good crane shots in classic and recent release feature films.

ADJUSTING THE MOUNTING BRACKETS

The tripod mounting bracket has 2 vertical rotational holes. If the crane moves up and down at the tripod mount while tilting the camera (although not necessarily while also craning) you may want to reposition the bolt. Check first to see if the bolt is in alignment with the centre of the tilting rotational axis of your tripod head. This is where it should be for smoother craning and tilting. You can remove the bolt and reposition it in the other hole. You may need two wrenches to remove locking nut. Be careful not to over tighten or leave too loose when reassembling. 

There is a 3.25 inch(8.25 cm) centre slot in the camera mount bracket so that it can be repositioned vertically. To match the vertical centre of gravity of your camera you can adjust the camera bracket up or down. If your camera is 4" (10 cm)tall the bolt should be positioned at 2"(5 cm), a 5"(12.5 cm) camera should be at about 2 ½ "(11.75 cm).

DV Crane Specifications
Length: 60 in. (152 cm)
Extended Length: 96 in. (244 cm)
Not including weight bar
Weight:15 lbs. (6.8 kg)
Aluminum & Steel construction

